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shopkeeper the   produce  of their labour; ami,  ^y
dint of coaxing and entreaty, induce him to give*
enough to keep their body and soul together;  im-
mediately  after,  the   extortionate   shopkeeper   ob-
tains from  some  of his   customers  a  price equal
to a profit of five hundred per cent    This system
prevails   in    every   department;    the   industrious
peasant who  brings  to   the   market  the  produce
of his garden, is compelled by the municipal au-
thorities to sell at the  Halle  (the great market),
before  seven   in   the   morning,   whatever   ho   has
brought.     If he   does  not find   customers,   ho   in
quickly surrounded   by innumerable  harpies, who
induce the hard-working labourer  to sell to them
his vegetables and fruit   at  less  than  half their
value.   These harpies are themselves small vendors
of these articles, and I do not hesitate to affirm that
they realise a profit of four hundred per cent* on
their bargains.   Then the wine-merchant, who put-
chases his wines  at Bordeaux   or  Macon,  or the
borders of the Rhone, generally receives a genuine
and pure produce of the grape ; but when this wine
is brought to market in Paris, it has marvellously
increased in bulk, for every cask of real wine is, by
the aid of water and logwood, converted into three,
and sold as genuine wine.

A celebrated surgeon, a resident of the Faubourg
St. Germain, related to me the following feet, lie
accepted an invitation to dine at the house of a
well-known nobleman, distinguished in the fashion-
able world. The dinner was all that the most deli-
cate taste could offer; the cuisine was inimitable,
the wines of the choicest oru, the dessert rich and
tempting. Several of the plats left the table un-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